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 UPPER  TRA ILS :  UPPER  TRA ILS :  
• Develop sculpture collection by installing 

an ambitious new work of art each year, 
appropriately spaced throughout the upper 
trails area

• Identify ideal locations to install seating for 
rest and contemplation

• Provide the opportunity to visit art along 
upper trails for those with limited mobility 

• Strengthen maintenance of trails – monitor 
and maintain trails to minimize erosion and 
remove fallen limbs and trees

• Strengthen maintenance of art – monitor 
and maintain art to keep sculptures clean 
and structurally sound 

• Purchase an all-terrain vehicle for improved 
ability to navigate upper trails in order to:

 » Give tours for those with limited 
mobility

 » Transport tools, materials and water for 
improved maintenance of trails and art

 » Reduce impact on trails

 
Michigan Legacy Art Park is dedicated to creating a visitor experience that inspires a deeper understanding of Michigan history and culture through art in 
the natural environment. Featuring more than forty impressive works of art, hiking trails that wind through a 30-acre wooded preserve, a summer concert 

series, and education programs, the Art Park is a rich cultural, learning and recreation destination for 15,000 local residents and tourists each year. 

GOALS  OF  THE  MASTER  PLAN:GOALS  OF  THE  MASTER  PLAN:
• To create a framework for the future development and 

sustainability of Michigan Legacy Art Park
• To enhance the quality of the experience in the Art Park for 

all current and future visitors by creating a welcoming and 
distinguished arrival area and making the lower trails barrier-free

• To build and maintain the art collection
• To further engage the public and school groups through hands-on 

and exploratory education programs

LOWER TRA ILS :LOWER TRA ILS :
• Build barrier-free trail from Entry Gallery to 

Amphitheater and Discovery Grove to make Art Park 
programs accessible to all people, expand space for 
sculpture installation and increase length of lower trails

 » Minimize tree removal and grading by utilizing the 
existing service drive that runs parallel to the golf cart 
path

 » Extend this trail behind Discovery Grove until the 
grade allows for a switchback to end at the same 
level as the lowest tier of seating at the Amphitheater

• Develop sculpture collection by installing two 
new works of art each year, appropriately spaced 
throughout the lower trails area

• Strengthen maintenance of trails and art (see further 
description in “Upper Trails”)

• Identify ideal locations to install seating for rest and 
contemplation
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Improve existing trail 
with erosion control and 

limestone fines

New barrier-free 
access path along 

existing service road to 
amphitheater area 

Access to barrier free art 
tours with all-terrain vehicle

Existing golf cart path

Formalize connector 
path and move away 

from Grommet exhibit

Seek opportunities 
for bench placement 
in upper trails for rest 
and contemplation

Potential relocated 
portable restroom

Art Park identity signage 
at north entrance

Potential 
new art

Opportunities 
for new art along 
barrier-free trail

Discovery Grove
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Amphitheater

Additional landscaping 
to strengthen buffer 

between new trail and 
cart path

Lower Trails

Upper Trails

Trailhead

Parking

Entry Area
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Discovery Grove Expansion



AMPHITHEATER  /  D ISCOVERY  GROVE  AREA  DETA ILAMPHITHEATER  /  D ISCOVERY  GROVE  AREA  DETA IL

ART  PARK  ARR IVAL  /  ENTRY  GALLERY  DETA ILART  PARK  ARR IVAL  /  ENTRY  GALLERY  DETA IL

OBJECT IVE :OBJECT IVE :
The changes illustrated here will enhance 
the Art Park experience for current and 
future visitors by creating a welcoming, 
distinguished and barrier-free arrival area.
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Adjust location and improve screening 
for portable restroom and investigate 

installation of barrier-free portable 
restroom in the short term and 

composting facility in the long term
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Reconfigure drop-off and 
relocate gateway structure 
to clearly define auto and 

pedestrian circulation

Extend existing shed for all-
terrain-vehicle (ATV) storage

ATV circulation

Barrier-free parking signage

Clarify parking pattern

Art on loan

Relocate select sculptures 
to new sites along the 

barrier-free trail

Art Park entry

Existing picnic tables for resting 
and gathering - add tables 
to improve accessibilty and 
accommodate more people

Single location for visitor 
admission, sign-in, and new 

wayfinding signs
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Visitor service center

Adjust trail routing to finish at 
gateway structure
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Portable Restroom

Possible ‘trail’ steps or water bars 
to address steep slopes and runoff/
erosion issues next to Amphitheater

Directional signage

Address drainage and runoff 
issues above Amphitheater

Additional trees to strengthen 
separation between path and 

golf course

Accessible 
limestone path

Discovery 
Grove Expansion

Investigate installation of 
barrier-free portable restroom

Barrier-free route

Bring barrier-free  
path to Amphitheater 

elevation

Potential seating 
expansion up slope

Opportunity for 
new art along 

barrier-free path

Address steep slope 
and runoff issues 

with appropriate trail 
maintenace strategies
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Potential future composting toilet 
facility located on accessible path and 

closer to Amphitheater

Improve accessibility to Amphitheater:
• Address erosion at ramp/improve    

ramp to first tier of seating
• Add intermediate steps between 

seating tiers
• Add handrail at north edge of seating
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Opportunity for level deck area 
for group gatherings and added 
seating capacity during events

TaTa

No. 5No. 5

OBJECT IVE :OBJECT IVE :
The new barrier-free trail will allow people of all abilities to navigate from the Entry 
Gallery to the Amphitheater. The accessible route around Discovery Grove will 
define a space dedicated to student art projects and nature exploration. Adding an 
accessible path and deck to the north side of the Discovery Grove exhibit wall will 
strengthen the ability to provide learning opportunities for children.


